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INFO AMEMBASSY MANILA POUCH 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL POUCH 

UNCLAS TOKYO 10211 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ILAB, JA 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE CIVIL SERVICE PAY RAISE 
REF: TOKYO'S A-593 (SECTION D) 

SUMMARY: BASED ON A OFFICIAL WAGE SURVEY IN PRIVATE INDUSTRY, 

A WAGE INCREASE AVERAGING $66 PER MONTH HAS BEEN RECOMMENDED 
FOR NATIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKERS IN JAPAN. OVER 3 
MILLION EMPLOYEES WILL BE AFFECTED IF DIET APPROVES PROPOSAL 
AS PREDICTED. 

1. GOJ NATIONAL PERSONNAL AUTHORITY(NPA), AFTER EXTENSIVE WAGE 
SURVEY IN PRIVATE INDUSTRY CONDUCTED THIS SPRING, HAS 
RECOMMNDED THAT, RETROACTIVE TO APRIL 1, AVERAGE WAGES OF 
NATIONAL PUBLIC SERVANTS (NPS) BE INCREASED 18.39 PERCENT 
($66) PER MONTH, PROPOSAL EXPECTED TO BE CONSIDERED BY DIET 
DURING AUGUST AND TO BE PASSED WITHOUT MODIFICATION. UNDER 
PROPOSAL NEW WAGE SCHEDULE FOR AVERAGE NPS 39.4 YEARS OLD WILL 
BE $410 PER MOTH - EXCLUSIVE OF SUBSTANTIAL SUMMER AND 
YEAREND BONUSES. THIS REPRESENTS LARGEST RECOMMENDED 
PERCENTAGE INCREASE SINCE 1953. 1972 AVERAGE INCREASE WAS 
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10.68 PERCENT. PROPOSED INCREASE WILL DIRECTLY AFFECT 496,000 
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NPS AND INDIRECTLY DICTATE INCREASE RATE FOR ANOTHER 2.6 
MILLION EMPLOYEES OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 

2. OPPOSITION PARTIES HAVE ALREADY CRITICIZED NPA 
RECOMMENDATIONS AS TOO LOW SINCE LABOR'S SPRING WAGE OFFENSIVE 
IN PRIVATE INDUSTRY BROUGHT WAGES UP 20.1 PERCENT. (HOWEVER 
MONTHLYCASH EARNINGS IN PRIVATE INDUSTRY STARTED FROM A 
SMALLER BASE; THERE THE 1973 AVERAGE INCREASE TOTALED $57.20.) 

SHOESMITH 
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